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South Australian Livestock details as at 31st March, 1960 ing in thi 
Ss ; appearing in this 
Bulletin have been obtained from the annual collection of Revicul tural, Pastoral and 
Dairyjng Statistics, 


The Bulletin is divided into eleven sections; the first of which summarizes 
livestock numbers in South Australia at 31st March for each of the last five years; 


the remajning seetions giving more detailed information including particulars of sheep 
shorn, wool olip and dairy production, 


1, SUMMARY OF LIVESTOCK NUMBERS 


The numbers of livestock of each kind in South Australia as at 31st March, 1960, 
are set out below together with similar details for the years 1956 to 1959. 


nn OE OOO ert) eeO rn tee 
Pe bi ct | As at 31st March - eeepee Increase| 
assification eae ees | ee ee cae ese ie | Ped oe ~~ | (+) or decrease 
i 
SHEEP r | | | | | | 
Under t year 2,906.3 3,457.2 | 3,436.9 SAO oi 2,876.9 (—) 6.0 
{ year & over 10,678.6 | 11,5266 | 11,7996 , 12,572.6 | ASS (-) 11.3 
nt re nn nen 
Total 43,584,9 | 14,983.8 | 15,236.5 | 15,634.3 Ce (-) 10.3 
CAPT | | | | 
Dairy Cows 195.0 194.5} 191.2 | 187.9 | 169.5! S 9.7 
Other Dairy Cattle 69.3 | TsO. | 67.6 | 60.6 | 71061 | +) 15.7 
prot Cattle 30408 | 35661 | 338.4 | 327-6 | paced | (-) 20.6 
Total 56641) 624.6 | 597-2) 576.1 | 499.7 (-) 13.3 
HORSES ee WV aecol a5 7 i 383) (25.9) (-) 10.2 
PIGS Piss 92.2) 408.33) 98-a,| 108.7 | (+) 10.5 
St oe eee hee Ae Es ee Se ee a ee ee 
2. SHEEP AND LAMBS 
(1) NUMBERS Sheep numbers in South Australia decreased from the record total of 


15,634,300 at 31st March, 1959 to 14,024,700 at 31st March, 19603 a 

decline of 1,609,000 (10.34). This is the first time a decrease in 
Sheep numbers has been recorded since 1946. However, in spite of one of the worst 
droughts in South Australian history, total numbers were greater than in any year prior 


to 1957, Y 


Preliminary figures indicate that a record number of 3,906,700 sheep and lambs 
were siaughtered during the year ended 30th June, 1960, representing an increase of 
161,800 over those for the previous year and 628,900 more than the previous record in 
1957/58. The increase in slaughterings can be partly attributed to the severe drought 
Conditions which prevailed over South Australian Agricultural areas during 1959. As 
will be seen from Table 12, sheep numbers declined in all Divisions of the State except 
Outside of Counties" where numbers increased by 66,000. 


Lambs marked during 1959 were 5,245,200, an increase of 673,500 over 1958 and 
Constituting a record. 


Reported losses of sheep and lambs from dreught and all other causes for the year 
‘ended 31st March, 1960, were 891,700; being an increase of 176,500 over those for the 


bales} 5 
PPevin-is years 


Although total sheep numbers decreased by 1,609,000, and the number of Merino, 
Corriedale and Polwarth decreased by 2,047,000, the number of Merino Comeback and 
Crossbred sheep increased by 458,400, - 


As is shown in Table 11 net exports of sheep from South Australia increased from 
728,000 in 1958/59 to a total of 1,485,000 in 1959/60. 


TABLE 2: SHEEP NUMBERS ~ SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


(1000) 

woe tae  oeiiaies = -° l= ec Se en | 

SE (a ST coh 2 Sen ee aM ees 

Classification | 1956 1957 | 1958 | 1959 1960 | 
—— ——— re ees es $$$ $j S| eee ae 
Rams 169.8 | 184.3 | 188.7 | 197.6 | 187.5 
Breeding Ewes | 6,324.5 6,976.2 | 6251001 | ipAcenins | 6,489.1 
Other Ewes | 750.6 | Ties Ora 1,045.0 | 826.2 | 882.8 
ethers WeStsoet 1 933646,5° 1 3598762 7 ||) 4, 26de5 | 3,588.4 
Lents ae ee ie ae 
ott | 13,584.9 | 14,983.8  | 15,2365 ["15,634.3 |  14,024.7 
Breed | 1959 | 1960 || (oe en ee 
en ne —- Ee eS Seer i | SK ee “pa eine rea 
Merino Pastti.8 4)) | Suffolk 14.9 |} 14.2 
Corriedale | 880.4 i) 11,995.6 |, Southdown 1053.5 4 De) 

Polwarth | 50.4 ») | Other & unspecified | 

Dorset Horn 40.7 | 38.3 || pure breeds (<9) 8.0 
Romney Marsh 32.2 18.7 || Merino Comeback 312.6 |) 1,920.2 

Border Leicester 23.9 24.4 | Crossbred 1,149.2 | 


(ii) LAMBING Ewes mated during 1959 were 6,746,400 from which 5,245,200 lambs were 
marked. These numbers exceed the previous records established in 1957 


by 178,400 and 189,100 respectively. 


The 1959 lambing percentage was 77.75 compared with 76.07 in 1958. 
Lambing details for the years 1955 to 1959 are shown below in Table 3. 


TABLE 3: LAMBING - SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
= I a 
Particulars [nit | 1955 | 1956 | 1957 | 1958 | 1959 
= ne | ee a poner peemeererareeeetat enca | donne ate cam tm a a ais en hae ne ST NE aedaay 
Bes Mated | 1000 | 5,654.5 | 6,142.4 | 6,568.0 | 6,009.6 | 6,746.4 
Lambs Marked 1OO0 |) 4.43987 + 4,909.9 | 505661 | ASS Ved BS edbee 
Lambing Percentage % | 18-51 | 19.93 | 76.98 i 6507 17075 


Farmers indicated that they intended to mate a total of 6,184,168 ewes in 1960 - 
4,173,512 to merino rams, 448,263 to corriedale and polwarth, 1,050,848 to shortwool 
and 511,545 to other longwool rams. 


WOOL 


PRODUCTION 


(443) The estimated wool production for Lee is 197,677,000 1b. which 
is 10,835,000 1b. above that for 1958/59 and 8,869,000 1b. above 
the previous record established in 1956/57. The value of wool 
production for 1959/60 is estimated at 243,599,000. This is an increase of £9,812,000 
Over 1958/59 but represents only approximately 65% of the value recorded in 1950/51, 
the season of boom prices. 

The average price of greasy wool at Adelaide sales improved from 45.62d. per 


lb. in 1958/59 to 53.82d. per 1b. in 1959/60. 


The following table shows details of sheep shorn and wool produced for the last 
three years compared with 1950/51. 


TABLE 4: SHEEP SHORN AND WOOL PRODUCED - SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


Particulars | 1950-51 | 1957-58 | 1958-59 | 1959-60 i 
ees at se Nee Oa ny a a 

ees ms shorn '000 | 40;736 | 17,085 | 16,501 || “97,110 
Motal Clip, Crutchings, etc. '000 1b. 114, 309 168,194 | 170,645 | 180,236 
Average per fleece 1B. | 10.65 9.84 10533 10.54 
Total Wool Production (a) '000 1b. 125, 384 185,843 186,842 197,677(») 
Value of Production £000 66,247 | 42,354 | 33,787 | 43,599(d) 
Average price (greasy) , 

Adelaide sales d. | 129.16 | 56.114 | 45.62 | 53.82 

i 


eset NNER es Sees eee 


(a) Includes fellmongered wool, wool exported on skins and dead wool. 


(b) Preliminary figures 
3. CATTLE 


(i) NUMBERS Numbers of all cattle in South Australia at 31st March, 1960, were 
499,700; being a decrease of 76,400 (13.3 per cent) from those of 
the previous year, and a decrease of 121,900 (19.6 per cent) from 

the record numbers at 31st March, 1957. Of the total decrease of 76,400 recorded 

between 31st March, 1959 and 31st March, 1960, 67,600 were beef cattle. 


Preliminary slaughtering figures of cattle and calves for the year ended 
30th June, 1960, are 238,800, being 48,500 lower than for the previous year, 


As is shown in Table 11 there are normally net imports of cattle into South 
lustralia but during 1959/60 net exports totalled 33,000. 


Classification of cattle numbers in South Australia as at 31st March, 1960, and 
the four preceding years are shown below in Table 5. 


TABLE 5: CATTLE NUMBERS - SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
('000) 


At 31st March = . | 


Classification 


AIRY CATTLE 
Cows - In Milk 
Dry 
Springing Heifers 
Total 
Other Heifers 
Bulls 
Calves 
Total 


EEF CATTLE 


Cows and Heifers 
ulls 


Calve 8 
Other 


Total 
TOTAL CATTLE 


4. 


(ii) DAIRY. With the exception of bacon and ham, preliminary dairy production 
PRODUCTION figures for 1959/60 show decreases compared with 1958/59. The 
estimated butter production for 1959/60 of 13,874,000 lb. is 
2,229 , 500 lb. less than for 1958/59 and is the lowest recorded since 1930/31. 


A comparison of dairy production for the years 1955/56 to 1959/60 is show in the 
following table:-— : 


TABLE 6: DAIRY PRODUCTION - SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
|_______ Years ended 3otm June = 
Production =| Unit =—=«|=Si9568=«|=C195T~=«|«=«1958~=*«|'~=C«*SSS«;~=C«SGO | 
Butter 1000 lb. | 19,541.3 | 1 EO. te 7 1 


Cheese | "000 1b. | 28,2974 | 26,786.9 | 23,509.8 | 25,087.6 
Bacon and Ham | "000 lb. | 7,676.5 | 7529408 | 6,996.6 | 6,874.9 ; 7,014.0 
Joel Milk Production '000 gal. 90,350.0  89,900.0 | 80,600.0 | 82,070.0 | 79,210.0 

een a S218 Sal H } 


saceeevtomcsnemy eceesenest meen eer mer teense nrenetnenneeeent 


9,260.3 | 16,060.7 | 16,103.5 | 13,874.0 
| 


(a). Preliminary figures 
4. PIGS 
Pig numbers in South Australia rose from 98,400 at 31st March, 1959, to 108,700 
at 31st March, 1960, a rise of 10.5 per cent. This figure is approximately the same as 
that for 1958 and is above the general level of recent years, At 31st March, 1953, the 
figure was 58,657 whilst the maximum recorded was 190,068 in 1940. 


A classification of pig numbers in South Australia as at 31st March, 1960, and 
each of the four preceding years is shown below in Table 7. 


TABLE 7: NUMBER OF PIGS - SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


('000) 
ae at Sst Mere = 
Classification | 1956 | 1957 | 1958 | 1959 | 1960 

a | — ee ae aR ee (ae Saat 
Boars | 1.9 2.4 256 | 2.4 | 207 
Breeding Sows / 10.8 | 14.8 16.0 14.4 | V1.2 =| 
All Other ; 60.2 | 7540 | 89-7  _, ‘8146 88.8 | 
Total | 72.9 | 92.2 [108.3 | 98.4 108.7 | 


5» HORSES 


Horse numbers have been declining for many years and at 31st March, 1960, totalled 
29,900, compared with 33,300 at 31st March, 1959. The decline has been most marked in 
the case of draught horses, which when first recorded separately in 1943, numbered 
112,811 and comprised 68.4 per cent of total horses. At 31st March, 1960, draught 
horses numbered 3,700 representing approximately 12 per cent of the total. 


A classification of horse numbers as at 31st March, 1960, with similar details 
for the years 1956 to 1959 is shown below in Table 8. 


TABLE 8: NUMBER OF HORSES - SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


('000) 
ms ee i As at 31st March - . = 
Cl aa . —S a aS — 
| assification 1956 | 1957 L 1958 | 1959 | z 1960 | 
onsen nen renee rrr a ee 
Foals eae | oat 2.0 1.8 | 2.0 
Draught Horses | 1058 8.8 | 6.6 Dad | ail 
Other Horses | AS | Olen | 2 oA | 26.2 24.2 
eee ee od than ae + ees ————— —— a aint rn es heen som 
i j | 
Total LESS) 41.0 oral 33-5 | 2929 
0 oo ee ee = aN pres Ai Ses 2 : a Sees, 


5. 
6. POULTRY 


Numbers of poultry at 31st March, 1960, were as follows:— Hens and pullets 
1,508,200; Other fowls and chickens 222,500; Ducks 52,700; Turkeys 51,308; Geese 
21,900. Table poultry sold during the year ended 31st March, 1960, totalled 364,144. 


The above figures do not include numbers held or sold by persons considered out- 
side the scope of the Agricultural and Pastoral collection, e.g, keepers of poultry in 
packyards etc. 


This is the first time that particulars of this nature have been collected since 
the year 1945/46. 
‘J. LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTERINGS 
Livestock slaughtering details for the years ended 30th June, 1956, to 30th June, 
4960, are shown below: 


TABLE % LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTERINGS - SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


('000) 
i. i eee _ssséSYears € ended 3 30th. June - pe eee ae 
Classification | 1956 | 1957 | 1958 1959 | 1960(a) 
Sheep | 4,254.2 | 1,254.2 | 4,894.1 | 1,759.8 i 2,241.8 
Lambs | 1,103.4 ets OU ae) tessa Ll  aiselebre | 1,664.9 
Cattle & Calves eo: | 252.0. || 282.5 | 267.38 | 238.8 
8 ae ee 


i) Preliminary figures 


8, LIVESTOCK MORTALITY 


The reported losses of livestock from drought and all other causes in South 
Australia for the years ended 31st March, 1956 to 31st March, 1960 are as follows: 


TABLE 10: - LIVESTOCK MORTALITY ~ SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


_2 eg O00) ae 8 ee 
Cianeiricats 6 | Years ended 3ist March - 
a 2 n a gp enn anemann a 
[Soi ae ei eee SS eS! 
Sheep [aa7.0. | ~—475.0—s«|—Ci(i 8B |S 59642 | 6894 
Lambs Pe eile) H) 8 {42952 | 148.8 | 119.0 | 202.2 
Cattle Perdenom i) 4Se7a Geen 2905 25.3 
Horses | a2 | 1.9 Te UF 18° 1.9 
Pigs | 55. | 65 8.3 | Bro 4 f 8.0 


9. SHEEP & CATTLE EXPORTED AND IMPORTED 


Exports from,and imports into, South Australia of sheep and cattle for the years 


1955/56 to 1959/60 are shown below in Table 11. a 
TABLE 11: SHEEP AND CATTLE: EXPORTS AND IMPORTS; SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
: a ae 
ne 28 525 = ; Years ended jist March oe ae 
| | a ee 
=== -ToaseeoEDeTo=o ne  ( 
HEEP AND LAMBS | 
Exports | 547 717 926 974 | 1,590 
Imports 120 aa Rulon lel: 183 | 246 10D on 
Net Exports 427 | 522 ee eee ee 
aah | on aoe | 
aoe | vr: | 
Imports | 19 | 78 5 | 99 | 2 
prrorts oe eee eS 
| Net Imports AT | 32 | 9 | 48 | -33 


on es 


6. 


40. DISTRIBUTION OF LIVESTOCK 


The following table shows livestock numbers in South Australia as at 31st March, 


4959 and 1960 according to Statistical Division. 


Division 
Gentral — 
\Lower North 
\Ipper North 


‘lest ern 


Outside of 
Counties 


Total State 


Statistical 


TABLE 12: LIVESTOCK - SOUTH 4 


jouth Eastern 


Murray Mallee 


Total Counties 


2,079.4 
4,189.6 
3,930.1 
2,460.9 
We SOe Ss 


14543367 


By30204 || 


ths. 


| 


GOYDER'S LINE 


J (1000) 
SHEP | CATTLE | HORSES 
| 19601959 | 1960 | 1959 | 1960 
erecer | fete | 152.7 Gta | oe 
Pele GlieG: i S353 1 82665 S22 nee aee 
“O8t.t | 2363. | 43.5 267 2.3 
3.59164 | 168.4 | 138.9 BO |) 4a 
2,167.9 pe We 3aO on | 
| ZT 8.1 ale 25.7 1.9 45 
c 12, 15861 a | 371.5. | B4ed | 2100 | 
| | | 
| 19266.6 | 143.5 128.2 ; 89 | 8.9 
ae 44,024.7 | 576.1 | 499.7 | Be 


SSTRALIAN STATISTICAL DIVISIONS 


PIGS 
~1959 | 1960 
[41.0 | 44.9 
24n6) |) (2826 
Ba) 384 
6.0 | 6:6 
cas Woe 
12.0 | 16.1 
98-3 | 108.6 
| 
0.1 | 0.1 | 
4 


98.4 | 108.7 | 


The table below shows the number of sheep, cattle and horses within and beyond 
Goyder's Line in 1927 (just prior to the 1927-29 drought), 1952 and 1960. 
to the increase in top-dressed pastures, there has been a general upward trend in the 
proportion of sheep and cattle located within Goyder's Line. 


Largely due 


The number of horses throughout South Australia has been falling steadily since 
1936, but the decline has been more rapid within Goyder's Line (only 57% of horses 
now peng within this line compared with 12% in 1936). 


| 45 
(Cattle | 


| 1927 


000 | 


3156 
160. 


TABLE 133 _ 


ietnin Goyder’ bine 


1596 


me ge =. dee HOG a 
‘O00 "OOO 
(8,367.4 | 10,461.9 
288.3 | 346.2 
“li 0) 


44.5 | 


Bureau of Census & Statistics, 


68 Grenfell 
ADELATDE. 


St. 


24th August, 1960. 


Beyond Goyder! ‘s Line 


S027) 
155.8 
65.0 


| 


| 
! 
i 


{ 


13,102. 


oI95e 
"000 


149. 


7 
2 
18.7 


\ 
| 
pe 
| 
3 
3 
| 
| 
| 
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LIVESTOCK WITHIN AND BEYOND GOYDER' SLINE 
YEARS 1927, 1952 & 1960. 


Beaceus age witnio 


aie | 

| | 
1960 1927, i 1952 _ | 1960 | 
"000 | (oe et Sea 
ipse5 | S0a15 65. 90 | 69.29 
12.9 | 10.99 ie “39 bs 85 | 


D.L.J. AITCHISON, 


DEPUTY COMMONWEALTH STATISTICTAN 


